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IOWA CONSERVATION OFFICERS BUSY MAKING BWI
ARRESTS

DES MOINES - This past weekend, Iowa conservation officers were busy
keeping Iowa waters safe.  Boating While Intoxicated (BWI) arrests were made on the
Missouri River, Saylorville Reservoir and at two locations on the Mississippi River.
Associated with these arrests were possession of a controlled substance, possession of
drug paraphernalia, possession of alcohol under age, overloading of a vessel, improper
registration, no life jackets, littering and violations of probation.

DNR recreation safety programs supervisor Rod Slings cautions boaters that
drugs and alcohol not only can lead to arrest, but also is a contributing factor in boat
crashes.  

According to 2000 U.S. Coast Guard statistics, alcohol involvement in reported
boat crashes accounted for 31 percent of all boating fatalities, up five (5) percent from
1999 nation wide. A Coast Guard study estimates that boat operators with a blood alcohol
concentration above .10 percent are estimated to be more than 10 times as likely to be
killed in a boating crash than boat operators with zero blood alcohol concentration.

Iowa conservation officers will be out in force on the upcoming holiday weekend,
said Slings.  "Officers will not only focus on high use bodies of water, but small streams
and lakes as well," he said.  

Iowa's BWI law makes it illegal to operate a motor boat or sailboat while
intoxicated.  Operating a motorboat or sailboat while under the influence of alcohol (.10
alcohol level or higher), a controlled substance or other illegal chemical is unlawful. 
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Operators who are impaired may be required to take test by an enforcement officer to
determine their sobriety.  Anyone refusing to test will be charged a penalty.  All
navigable waters in the state of Iowa are subject to the BWI law, except for farm ponds
and privately owned lakes.  

A first offense of BWI is a serious misdemeanor and can result in imprisonment
in the county jail for at least 48 hours, a fine up to $1,000, loss of boat operating
privileges for one year and assignment to a substance abuse evaluation and treatment, and
a course for drinking drivers.  Slings added however, that a BWI arrest in Iowa does not
effect your Iowa Motor Vehicle Drivers License.  

###

SUMMER HOT SHOTS
By Joe Wilkinson
Iowa Department of Natural Resources

Dressed in camouflage clothing and holding a shotgun, the guy in the woods
looked suspicious as Anthony Donahoo approached.  ‘Had he seen the big buck a ways
back?,’ asked the stranger.  Donahoo, dressed in shotgun season blaze orange, declined
the invitation to help him track the deer.  The two parted ways in the woods.

Good choice.  But as an experienced contestant in the statewide Youth Hunter
Education Challenge (YHEC), Donahoo expected the situation.  It had been one of a
dozen or so decisions he had to make on the Safety Trail segment of YHEC.  He had
already decided to ‘shoot’ a doe instead of the partially obscured buck that was quartered
away from him.  He had received permission from the ‘landowner’, and estimated the
distance to a couple targets.  As he went through a field check with a game warden, he
detailed the run-in with the poacher.  However, he forgot to mention the ‘meth lab’ he
had noticed just a few steps away.  No points for that omission.

The mock up meth lab was a new twist this year on the Safety Trail.  Officers who
set up the course try to keep it up to date. Unfortunately, that means hunters and others in
the woods need to identify—and keep hands off—makeshift, often abandoned, meth labs
tucked into out of the way places.  “We try to make the course a challenge for the kids,”
explains Department of Natural Resources conservation officer Gary Purtilo.  “They
come here to learn, to be tested on what they already know.  We make it more
challenging each year. It (tests) what they learned in hunter safety classes.  It’s throwing
them a curve, but that’s good.”

Safety Trail…Archery…Muzzleloader…Orienteering.  The teams of teenage boys
and girls heading through YHEC see that and more. The competition is divided into
‘junior’ and ‘senior’ divisions. On the shotgun range, clay targets simulate teal winging
low over the marsh.  Suddenly, a ‘hunter’ steps into range.  Many of the young shooters



are oblivious to the plywood figure.  Until the instructor points it out to them.  Those who
do see it and pull back their firearms are given quiet praise.  Too loud, and it will tip off
the rest of the kids, waiting just out of sight.

“The intent of this scenario is not to be sneaky.  It’s to make you understand that
you have a lot of things going through your mind, sitting out there in the duck boat,”
underscores DNR safety officer Marty Eby.  “When we look at our hunting incidents
from last year, this was exactly what happened three or four times.  You have to be aware
of what is beyond your target, even at first light in the duck marsh.”

Being safe helps rack up YHEC points, but so does having good aim.  Tim Smith,
of Cedar Rapids, knocked down all four clay birds at the ‘pheasant’ station, to help lock
in a second place overall finish.  “Gun positioning is the big thing; to make sure you have
the gun mounted to your shoulder or right below it, so you can position it quickly on the
bird,” offered Smith.  “The shotgun station is always a challenge. They throw in different
things.  You might have to pick out the orange target (okay to shoot) and the yellow one
(off limits) and decide which one to aim at.  It simulates a rooster and a hen pheasant in
the field.  It really represents what you see out in the wild.”

That—literally--is the aim of YHEC.  These kids got their first taste in hunter
education class.  Each year, 10,000 more Iowans learn safety and ethics, wildlife
identification, first aid and how to handle firearms in the hometown courses.  Some of the
better ones team up, practice a little ahead of time, and move on to YHEC.  “Once a
weekend, each month, we work on a different skill,” says Smith.  His sponsor, the North
Linn (County) Fish and Game Club is a staple here.  This year, North Linn went 1-2-3 in
the senior division.  “We also have Wednesday night trap shoots all summer long and on
Sundays.  All this practice leads up to a good time this week.”

“We see quite a few of the same kids coming back each year,” notices Jim Smith
of rural Iowa City.  He is the chief hunter education instructor in Johnson County, which
each year certifies about 250 in hunter ed classes.  “The older kids get better each year.
The newer ones learn.  We even have coaches now, who went through as kids.”

And a little extra work now, pays off in the decades ahead.  “We have had kids
here in the past that, as officers, we know we will deal with them in the future,” offers
Purtilo.  “They are going to learn the hard way—through the pocket book—down the
road.  But the majority?  They do a good job.  The vast majority are very good kids.”

2003 YHEC Honor Roll

YHEC 2003
High Points and Scores:

Event Name(s) Score
Written Exam Junior:  Mitch Blythe 235

Senior:  John Lawrence 245



Orienteering Junior: David Warning 203
Senior: Trevor Daniels 252

Safety Trail Junior: Mitch Blythe 270
Senior: Tim Smith 285

Wildlife ID Junior: Mitch Blythe 198
Senior: Tyler Dougherty 250

Archery Junior: Jamie Vanourney 140
            Tommy Mullen 140
Senior  Andrew Wilson 240

Muzzle Loader Junior: Mitch Blythe 250
            Eric Locker 250
Senior: Jed Meeker 250
            Jason Haupert 250
            Brandon Swanson 250

Rifle Junior:  Jamie Vanourney 216
Senior: Shae Shipley 288

Shotgun Junior:  Mitch Blythe 220
Senior: Adam Winquist 200
             

Individual Awards for total score (all 8 events):

Place Team/Name Score
Juniors:
3rd Eric Locker, Ames Ikes  Junior 1 1173
2nd Jamie Vanourney, N. Linn F& G Junior 1234
1st Mitch Blythe, N. Linn F&G Junior 1599

Seniors:
3rd Kristina Lloyd, N. Linn F&G Senior 1 1395
2nd Tim Smith, N. Linn F&G Senior 1 1478
1st Tyler Dougherty, N. Linn F&G Senior 1 1519

Team Placings
Juniors:
1. N. Linn F&G Junior 5975
2. Ames Ikes Junior 2 4893
3. Ottumwa Ikes Junior 4597
4. Wapsi Valley Ikes Junior 4381
5. Madison Co. 4-H Junior 3746



6. Ames Ikes Junior 1 3533
7. Adams Co. PF Junior 2953

Seniors:
1. N. Linn F&G Senior 1 6762
2. Southwest Iowa Sportsman's Senior 6180
3. Wapsi Valley Ikes Senior 5560
4. Lincolnway Senior 5210
5. Adams Co. PF Senior 4756
6. N. Linn F&G Senior 2 3736

Hunter Education Closes Out the Summer

The Iowa DNR lists hunter education classes on its website; www.iowadnr.com. Click on
‘education & safety”, then ‘conservation law enforcement’, then ‘hunter education’ to
learn more.

###

STOP AQUATIC HITCHHIKERS! PREVENT THE TRANSPORT OF
AQUATIC NUISANCE SPECIES

Summer is here.  It’s time to get out and enjoy Iowa’s lakes, rivers and streams.
But leave the unwanted guests behind.

Eurasian watermilfoil, zebra mussels, and other harmful aquatic species threaten
Iowa waters.  These aquatic nuisance species can hitch a ride on boats, fishing gear, bait
buckets, and other items used in the water.  When transported to another lake or stream,
the aquatic nuisance species can be released.  And if the conditions are right, these
species can become established and create serious problems.

Aquatic nuisance species can reduce game fish populations, make lakes and rivers
unusable by boaters and swimmers, ruin boat engines, jam steering equipment, reduce
native plant species, clog power plant and public water intakes and pipes, affect human
health, reduce property values, and affect local economies of water-dependent
communities.  The best control for all aquatic nuisance species is preventing their
introduction into new water bodies.

Eurasian watermilfoil and zebra mussels are two aquatic nuisance species that
have hitchhiked their way into Iowa.  Currently, they are found in relatively few Iowa
lakes and rivers.  But they can spread easily – and new species can enter from other states
– if we do not take the necessary steps to prevent their spread.  In fact, it is illegal to
transport Eurasian watermilfoil on public roads in Iowa.

http://www.iowadnr.com/


So what can you do?  Follow a general set of procedures every time you come in
contact with any body of water.  Knowing which waters contain aquatic nuisance species
is not as important as doing the procedures every time you leave any lake, river, or
stream.

Remove any visible plants, fish, animals, or mud from your boat, trailer, and other
boating equipment before leaving any water body.

Drain water from all equipment (motor, live well, bilge, transom well) before
leaving any water body.

Clean and dry anything that comes into contact with water (equipment, boots,
clothing, dogs).  Before transporting to another water body either:

Rinse your boat and equipment with hot (104oF) water; or
Spray your boat and trailer with high-pressure water at a car wash; or
Dry your boat and equipment for at least 5 days.

Never release fish, animals, or plants (bait, aquarium species, water garden plants)
into a water body unless they came out of that water body.  Empty unwanted bait
in the trash.

Learn to identify Eurasian watermilfoil and zebra mussels.  Report any suspected
infestations to the nearest DNR fisheries station.

For additional information on aquatic nuisance species contact Kim Bogenschutz,
Aquatic Nuisance Species Program Coordinator, at 515-432-2823.

###

NATURAL RESOURCE COMMISSION TELECONFERENCE
MEETING SET FOR THURSDAY

DES MOINES - The Natural Resource Commission (NRC) of the Iowa
Department of Natural Resources (DNR) will meet via teleconference at 8:30 a.m.,
Thursday, June 26, in the fourth floor conference room, Wallace State Office Bldg., in
Des Moines.  The meeting is open to the public.

Members of the NRC are Joan Schneider, Randy Duncan, Paul Christiansen,
Carol Kramer, William Sullivan, Richard Francisco and Janice Marcantonio.  The DNR
Director is Jeffrey Vonk.

The following is the agenda for the meeting.

• Approve Agenda



• Construction Projects
• Land Acquisition
• Big Sioux River, Lyon County – Lorna and Donald Horn
• Gladfelter Marsh (Eagle Lake NAWCA), Hancock County – Larry and Betty Wood
• Gladfelter Marsh (Eagle Lake NAWCA), Hancock County – Robert and Sheila

Willms
• Capital Plan for Fiscal Year 2004
• Contract for Professional Services – Private Sector Partner, Honey Creek Resort State

Park
• General Discussion
• Items for Next Meeting – August 14, Chariton

For more information, contact Karyn Stone at 515-281-8650.

###

IOWA FISHING REPORT
For the week of June 24, 2003

www.iowadnr.com
For current information on fishing conditions for your lake or area, contact

the office in that district. Phone numbers are listed with each district report.  

Northwest
Spirit Lake (Dickinson): Largemouth bass fishing is good using top-water lures

and plastic worms.  Smallmouth bass fishing has been good using rattletraps and jerk
baits.  Walleye fishing has been good and the sizes of fish is increasing. Angler’s Bay and
Big Stoney Point have produced some nice fish using crankbaits and trolling lindy rigs.  

West Okoboji (Dickinson): Bluegills are being caught around the boat docks in
Triboji using small hair jigs, preferably black.  Largemouth bass are starting to bite along
the weed lines.  Walleyes are being caught along the weed lines using a leech and a
bobber, or crankbaits.  Some muskies are being caught in Smith’s Bay, Emerson Bay and
at the north end. 

East Okoboji (Dickinson): Some walleyes are being caught at the Hwy. 9 Bridge
and along the weed lines using a minnow or light twister tail.  Anglers are catching
bluegills around docks.

Five Island Lake (Palo Alto): Walleyes are being caught trolling.  Anglers are
also catching crappies and bluegills.

Lost Island Lake (Palo Alto and Clay): A few walleyes are being caught.  The
catfish are biting.

Silver Lake (Palo Alto): Bullheads are excellent using traditional bullhead rigs.
Lake Pahoja (Lyon): Channel catfish are good using liver and stink bait.  



Clear Lake (Cerro Gordo): Walleye fishing has been good.  Walleye anglers
drifting minnows and leeches are catching fish.  Crankbaits trolled in 6 to 12 feet of water
is also providing good walleye action.  Remember, there is a 14-inch minimum length
limit on walleye.  Channel catfish are fair using chicken liver, stink bait and chubs.
Bullhead fishing is good using night crawlers on the windy shorelines.

Briggs Woods (Hamilton): Bluegill fishing is good using small pieces of night
crawlers and small jigs.  Largemouth bass are hitting spinner baits and rubber worms.

Boone River (Hamilton): Channel catfish are hitting chicken liver and stink bait.
Little Wall Lake (Hamilton): Crappie fishing is good around fish structure.  Use

small jigs and minnows.
Eldred Sherwood (Hancock): Bluegills are hitting small pieces of night crawler

and small jigs.  Largemouth bass fishing is good.  Use spinner baits and top-water lures.
Upper and Lower Pine lakes (Hardin): Largemouth bass fishing has been good

using spinner baits.  Bluegills are good using pieces of night crawlers.  Crappie fishing is
good around downed trees.  Use small jigs and night crawlers.

Black Hawk Lake (Sac): Channel catfish are good on a variety of baits.
Storm Lake (Buena Vista): Walleye fishing is fair by the new dredge cut on

twisters tipped with night crawlers.  Catfish fishing is good near rock areas, such as the
islands.

Brushy Creek (Webster): Anglers are catching crappies.  Work along the trees in
10 to 15 feet of water using slip bobbers.  Bass are located anywhere there is cover.
Many are along the shoreline riprap.  A variety of lures will work, some of the best are
plastic worm varieties.  A few catfish are being caught.  Walleye fishing is best in the
evening hours.  Try fishing the shorelines and rock piles.  Small sunfish are plentiful.

For more information on fishing in northwest Iowa, call the regional office in
Spirit Lake at 712-336-1840.

Southwest
Green Valley (Union): Anglers are catching big crappies on structures and in 5 to

8-feet of water.  Bluegills are being caught using small baits in the spawning beds.
Largemouth bass can be caught with crankbaits along shore.

Fogle Lake (Ringgold): Bluegills are being caught on the spawning beds near the
back of the bay area, on the west side of the lake.  Channel catfish can be caught off the
steep points.  

Three Mile (Union): Walleyes are good using leeches, night crawlers or
crankbaits on road bed and main points, and anglers are drifting some of the flats and
doing well.   Channel catfish are being caught on night crawlers or cut bait off the rocks.
Crappies are being caught in 7 to 10-feet of water near structure.  Largemouth bass
fishing is good throughout the lake. Bluegills are good using wax worms or small night
crawlers. 

Twelve Mile (Union): Channel catfish fishing is good in the warmer bays.
Walleye fishing is good using leaches on the points.  Anglers are catching a lot of yellow
bass.  Largemouth bass fishing is good.

Wilson Lake (Taylor): Largemouth bass can be caught on top water lures at dusk
and on rubber worms.  Bluegills can be caught on the spawning beds.



Little River (Decatur): Crappies are being caught in the rocks and along the
jetties.  Bluegills are on spawning beds and along the jetties and can be caught using
small baits.  Some walleye are being caught using trolling crankbaits around the larger
points and along the dam.

Slip Bluff (Decatur): Bluegill can be caught on spawning beds at the east corner
of the dam.

Walnut Creek Marsh (Ringgold): Bluegills can be caught by drift fishing the
channel along the south shore.

Viking (Montgomery): Crappie fishing is fair using tube jigs tipped with a
minnow or minnows suspended from a bobber around brush piles or suspended in 8 to
10-feet of water. Bluegill fishing is excellent along shoreline. Look for spawning beds
(look like elephant tracks) in 1 to 3-feet of water. Try using small jigs and/or night
crawlers. Catfish fishing has been good on liver. 

Cold Springs (Cass): Catfish are being caught on liver and prepared baits.
Bluegill fishing is fair using small jigs or night crawlers near shore. 

Manawa (Pottawattamie): Bluegill fishing is good along shallows and lagoons on
jigs and night crawlers. Anglers are catching good numbers of channel catfish in the
evening using prepared baits or shrimp at south side by picnic area.

Greenfield (Adair): Fishing is good for 8-inch bluegills using jigs and/or night
crawlers along shoreline. Anglers are also catching lots of small largemouth bass. 

Orient (Adair): Fishing is good for 7-inch crappie in the evening hours using
minnows, and good for channel catfish using prepared stink bait or cut fish.

Nodaway (Adair): Bluegills are biting on jigs/night crawlers along the shore and
around structure.

Morman Trail (Adair): Walleye fishing is good on cloudy days or toward
evening using chartreuse jigs. 

Prairie Rose (Shelby): Fishing is good for 8-inch crappies on jigs/minnows
around brush piles.  Channel catfish fishing is good using liver.  Bluegills are being
caught on small jigs or a small piece of night crawler on a small hook suspended with a
bobber near the shoreline. Largemouth bass fishing has been good.

Willow (Harrison): Largemouth bass fishing is good using a variety of baits.
Bluegill fishing is good along shoreline. Anglers are catching 1.5 pound channel catfish
on liver, night crawlers, and prepared baits.

Big Creek Lake (Polk): Bluegill fishing has been excellent, with some of the best
success in water 8 to 10 feet deep.  Crappie fishing has been good using jigs and/or
jig/minnows combinations.  Walleye fishing has been excellent using lead-headed jigs
and minnows, although most walleye caught are below the 15-inch legal size limit.
Channel catfish fishing is good.  

Beaver Lake (Dallas): Bluegill and crappie fishing is good with the best areas
around the woody structure along the shorelines.  Largemouth bass fishing is good using
a variety of lures.  Some nice-sized bullheads are also in Beaver Lake, try night crawlers
around the jetties.

Don Williams (Boone): Bluegill and crappie fishing is good with the best fishing
in the mornings and evenings.  Channel catfish fishing is good using night crawlers in the
north end of the lake. Largemouth bass fishing has been fair using top-water lures around
shoreline structure.



Lake Ahquabi (Warren): Bluegill fishing has been good using night crawlers or
wax worms.  Redear sunfish fishing has also been good with the best success using wax
worms fished close to the bottom around the vegetation and woody areas and small
coves.  Crappie fishing is fair using crappie jigs and/or wax worms or worms.
Largemouth bass – primarily sub-legal size fish – are being caught on crankbaits.
Channel catfish fishing has been good.

Hooper Lake (Warren): Bluegill and redear have been caught using traditional
baits and lures.  Some largemouth bass are being caught on crankbaits, although as in
Lake Ahquabi, most fish are sub-legal.

Rock Creek (Jasper): Crappie fishing has been fair for boat anglers in deeper
water using jigs and minnows.  Most fish are 9 to 10 inches.  Channel catfish fishing has
been good using night crawlers.

Easter Lake (Polk): Crappie and bluegill fishing has been fair to good with
anglers using jigs and minnows and/or worms.  Largemouth bass has been slow with the
majority taken along the face of the dam using spinners and top-water lures.  Channel
catfish are being taken in the shallower areas using night crawlers and stink baits.   

Hickory Grove Lake (Story): Crappie fishing is fair using jigs/minnows. Bluegill
fishing is good using small hooks and tipped with worms.  Channel catfish fishing is
good.  Largemouth bass fishing has been good using top-water lures along the shorelines.  

Saylorville Lake (Polk): Crappie fishing has been good using micro-jigs and wax
worms, or bobbers and minnow combinations around the mile long bridge.  White
bass/wiper fishing has been good either trolling or vertical jigging.  Channel catfish
fishing has picked up using traditional baits.  Tailwater:  White bass fishing has been
excellent below Saylorville using lead-heads and twister tails.  Channel catfish fishing
has picked up using traditional baits and a few flathead catfish have been reported caught. 

Lake Red Rock (Marion): Crappie fishing is good particularly around rocky
areas of the lake.  White bass fishing has been good, in such areas as below Roberts
Creek dam, and where there is vertical structure.  Channel catfish fishing is good along
shorelines using night crawlers.  Tailwater: Crappie and white bass/wiper fishing has
been good in the tailwater from Lake Red Rock using jigs and/or minnows.

For more information on fishing in southwest Iowa, call the regional office in
Lewis at 712-769-2587.

Southeast
Mississippi River – Pools 16 – 19: Water levels have dropped recently on the

Mississippi River, Pools 16 – 19.  River level at Muscatine is 7.3 and is expected to drop
slowly the rest of this week.  Water temperature is in the middle 70s.  Catfishing is
excellent along rocks and shallow snags with leeches.  Stink bait, chicken liver and
worms are also good baits.  Walleye fishing is good on the wing dams.  Fresh water drum
fishing is excellent on worms.  Bluegill fishing is fair to good in most backwaters.
Crappie fishing is slow to fair.     

Lake Darling (Washington): Fishing has been good and the water is fairly clear.
Bass are in the shallows eating the small, young bluegills and crappies from the early
spawn.  Try slowly working a crankbait along the habitat for some action.  The catfish



have been biting on night crawlers and stink bait.  The bluegills and crappies have also
been in working the shallows and are biting on worms and minnows.   

Lake Geode (Henry): Bluegill fishing has been slow.  Anglers have been
catching bass along the water willow beds on plastic worms worked slowly. A few
catfish are also being caught in the early morning and late evening hours.  Use minnows
and stink bait in the deeper water

Lake Odessa (Louisa): The lake is down close to normal levels. The water is very
clear and the boat ramps are in good condition.  The Toolesboro road remains closed.
Notice I didn’t say anything about the fishing.      

Lake Rathbun (Appanoose): Channel catfish have been biting on night crawlers,
liver and cut bait.  Walleyes have been hitting on night crawlers being drifted or trolled
over rocky points or underwater reefs.   

Lake Sugema (Van Buren): Bluegills have been hitting on small jigs.
Largemouth bass have been hitting artificial presentations.  Evening has been the most
productive time.     

Lake Miami (Monroe): Channel catfish have been biting on liver.  Bluegills have
been hitting on small jigs.  Largemouth bass have been hitting on artificial presentations.  

Lake Wapello (Davis): Largemouth bass have been hitting on top-water lures and
other artificial baits.  Early morning has been the most productive.     

Coralville Reservoir (Johnson): Catfishing has been good on shad and dip baits
close to the rock walls.  Crappie fishing has been fair around the rock walls and deeper
brush piles.   

Lake Macbride (Johnson): Crappies are being caught throughout the lake around
deeper brush piles on jigs and minnows.  Catfish are biting throughout the lake on dip
baits and night crawlers.  A few walleye are also being caught, some sorting is required
for sizeable fish.   

Pleasant Creek (Linn): White bass and largemouth bass fishing continues to be
fair on artificial baits and leeches.  Bluegill fishing has been good near shore throughout
the lake on worms and jigs.   

Rodgers Lake (Benton): Catfish have been biting on chicken liver.  Anglers are
reminded that minnows use is prohibited.

Diamond Lake (Poweshiek): Catfish have been hitting on various baits near the
shore.  Bluegill and redear sunfish continue to be caught near the bank on worms and
leeches. Anglers are reminded that minnows use is prohibited.

Wapsipinicon River (Jones): Anglers report catching catfish on stink bait and
various prepared baits throughout the river.   

Iowa River (Johnson): Catfishing has been good throughout the river on shad
guts and stink bait.     

Iowa River (Louisa): Catfishing is fair on minnows and night crawlers.  The
anglers are also having some luck on stink bait.   

Skunk River (Washington and Henry): It is mulberry season and catfish love
mulberries.  Look for catfish down stream or under any overhanging mulberry trees.
The bank poles have not been producing yet.   

Cedar River (Benton, Linn and Cedar): Catfishing has been good throughout the
river.      



For more information on fishing in southeast Iowa, call the regional office in
Brighton at 319-694-2430.

Northeast
Mississippi River: The water in Pool 10 is 78 degrees, stable and relatively clear.

Water levels are expected to recede during the week.  Pools 9-11: Walleye, channel
catfish and freshwater drum are being caught along the main channel border, sloughs and
wing dams.  Use night crawlers or leeches for walleye and drum and prepared stink baits
for catfish.  Some walleye are also hitting crankbaits.  Bluegills have moved out into
current areas and are being caught in tail waters and near wing dams.  To catch these fish,
flip a small jig or hook with a portion of a night crawler attached to the hook.  White bass
and smallmouth bass are also being caught near rocky areas such as wing dams or day
markers.  These fish can be caught by throwing small spinners or minnow imitating lures.
Pools 12-13: Channel catfish are good on prepared baits, cheese baits, night crawlers, or
leeches fished along the rocks.  Walleye and largemouth bass fishing is good on twisters.
South Sabula Lake (Pools 13) is good for bluegills on grubs or wax worms.  Crappie
fishing is good using minnows.  Pool 14: Walleye and channel catfish are biting off the
wing dams in the Clinton area. 

Turkey (Fayette) and Upper Iowa Rivers (Winneshiek): Smallmouth bass
fishing is good on jigs, power worms and grubs.

Cedar River (Mitchell and Floyd): Channel catfish are good to excellent on night
crawlers, cut bait and chicken liver.  Smallmouth bass, northern pike and walleye fishing
is good.

Cedar River (Bremer and Black Hawk): Channel catfish are good on stink baits
and chicken liver.  Smallmouth bass fishing has been fair on crawdads.

Wapsipinicon River (Buchanan): Walleye fishing is fair on jigs tipped with half
of a night crawler.  Channel catfish are biting on a variety of baits.

Maquoketa River (Delaware): Channel catfish are good on night crawlers and
chicken liver.  Walleye fishing is good to excellent on jigs tipped with a piece of night
crawler or leech fished along rocky areas.  Northern pike and smallmouth bass (10 to 12
inches) are also biting.  

Casey Lake (Tama): Fishing is good for bluegill in 6 to 12 feet of water on small
jigs and wax worms.  Largemouth bass are good on rubber worms.  Channel catfish are
hitting chicken liver.

Lake Meyer (Winneshiek): Bluegill, crappies and largemouth bass fishing is
good.  Channel catfish are biting in the evening hours.  

Lake Hendricks (Howard): Eight to 10 inch bluegills are hitting small jigs tipped
with wax worms or a piece of night crawler attached to a small hook and fished under a
bobber next to the weed lines.  Largemouth bass are hitting on top-water lures and
imitation frogs cast into the weeds.

Trout fishing and stream conditions are excellent.  For current trout stocking
information, contact the Big Spring Hatchery at 563-245-1699, Decorah Hatchery at 563-
382-3315 or Manchester Hatchery at 563-927-5736.  You can also view the trout
stocking calendar on-line by going to www.iowadnr.com, clicking on Fish and Fishing
and then choosing Favorite Pages.  

http://www.iowadnr.com/


For information on fishing in northeast Iowa, call the regional office in
Manchester at 563-927-3276.    
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